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MPs denounce civilians
causalities in Laghman
“Afghans will no longer tolerate presence of those foreign forces
that have no respect to culture and religion of Afghans and those
who cause civilian casualties in the country”
AT News Report
KABUL: Legislators in the LowMember of Internal Security
er House denounced civilians kill- Affairs Committee of the House,
ing in an air strike of coalition forc- Sakhi Mushwani, said the interes in Laghman province, here on national forces violated the straMonday.
tegic partnership agreement and
MPs asked the government to carried out uncoordinated air
probe into the case and termed it strike that resulted in civilians’
against the signed agreements be- death.
tween the Afghan government and
“Afghans will no longer tolerthe International Security Assis- ate presence of those foreign forctance Force (ISAF).
es in the country that have no reNazifa Zaki, an MP from spect to culture and religion of
Kabul, while condemning civilians Afghans and cause civilian casudeath in the raid, asked the gov- alties,” he added.
ernment to investigate the incident
This is pertinent to mention
immediately.
here that eight women were killed
Member of Defense Commit- and seven others wounded in an
tee of the House, Shukria Barikzai, air strike by ISAF in Noorlam
expressed her concerns over the valley of Laghman on September
civilians killing, and said the gov- 16. ISAF through a statement has
ernment should take a clear stance extended its sympathies to famiin this regard.
lies of victims of the raid.
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KABUL: President Hamid Karzai chairing a plenary session of the Council of Ministers (CoM) here at the
Presidential Palace on Monday.

MPs set to
Prisoners’ transfer deal give Rahin a
tough time
being enforced: US

KABUL: The United States on
Monday reiterated its commitment to the implementation of an
agreement on the transfer of prisoners to the government of Afghanistan.
Over 3,000 prisoners had al-

sovereignty and the need to protect the security of Afghan civilians, Afghan security forces and
Coalition forces,” it added.
Late on Sunday, President
Hamid Karzai warned a delay in
the transfer of Bagram inmates

KABUL: Minister of Information
and Culture Syed Makhdoom

Workshop launched to utilize
Open Source System
AT News Report
KABUL: A 3-days workshop to
promulgate Open Source software
like Linux and Open Office and to
boost up software opportunities
for Afghan public administration
institutions was launched in Kab-

in Munich, Health Care Information Management proposed by the
University of Oslo/Norway, and
computer security systems by the
University of Groningen/Holland.
Dr. Yahya Wardak, CIM Ex-

cial and will save huge amounts of
money in schools, hospitals, ministries and universities but activities to introduce Open Source software to replace proprietary systems have to be started now. Oth-
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ready been handed to Afghan authorities under the memorandum
of understanding (MoU), said a
statement from the US embassy
in Kabul.
“We look forward to continued implementation of the MoU
to which we are committed. Ambassador Grossman made clear in
his discussion with the president
that the US fully respects Afghan
sovereignty,” the statement said.
“There is no question of our
commitment to fully implement
the MoU in recognition of Afghan

would be a serious violation of the
MoU. Speaking to a US delegation headed by Special Envoy for
Afghanistan and Pakistan Marc
Grossman, the president renewed
his call for complete transition of
the Bagram Detention Centre to
his government’s control.
He stressed the need for the
US military to hand about 600
prisoners still in its custody to
their Afghan counterparts. Any
delay in the transfer after Sept. 9
was a serious breach of the accord, he insisted. (PAN)

Profane movie no reason
for insider attacks: ISAF
KABUL: The International Security Assistance Force (ISAF) said
the movie insulting Prophet
Hazrat Mohammad
(PBUH) had nothing to
do with its values and
hence it was not a reason for an increase in
insider attacks.
The movie, produced by American-Israeli real estate investor Sam Basil, was recently released by the
same Christian pastor
who last year attempted to burn copies of the
holy Quran in the US.
The film has sparked violent
protests by Muslims in Libya,
Egypt and other Islamic countries.
One such protest in the Benghazi
city of Libya led to the death of
four Americans, including the US
ambassador.
Addressing a news conference
in Kabul, ISAF spokesman Brig.
Gen. Gunter Katz said the film
had nothing to do with the values
of member countries of the
NATO-led force.
He strongly denounced greenon-blue attacks, believing that
such assault would not create differences and mistrust among Afghan and ISAF forces. They were
concerned about the issue, he added.
Katz urged Afghan security
forces to take measures to curb
the insider attacks. The multina-

tional force was working with
Afghan partners to overcome the
problem, he continued.

Kabul Bank
222666, 070285285
Azizi Bank
0799 700900
Pashtany Bank
2102908, 2103868

Air Services
Safi Airways
020 22 22 222

Pamir Airways
0777283333
Photo by S.Yousfi
ul on Monday.
pert at the Ministry of Higher
The workshop jointly run by Education and one of the supportErnst-Abbe University of Applied ers of the workshop said, that the
Sciences, Jena/Germany and workshop was launched with the
Balkh University, Mazar-e-Sharif, goal to make people aware of costa German Organization with the free and high-quality Open Source
financial support of NATO was software and help them to upgrade
entitled “Creating Awareness for the software system in public orusing Open Source System in the ganization in Afghanistan because
Public Sector in Afghanistan”. proprietary software like MiGovernmental and nongovern- crosoft Windows is still widely
mental officials participated in the used in Afghanistan and should be
workshop conducted by MSc. S. replaced as soon as possible.
Jahed Hussini and Prof. Dr. WolfHe stated that this system
gang Finke. Prof. Finke told the will pave the ground to the public
audience: “Do switch to Open- officials and organizations to stanSource systems now to get rid of dardize and install software facilvirus infested PCs and to build ities with high quality in their
up a viable IT infrastructure for computer and as well as edit the
Afghanistan’s future.” Dr. Siebert, program in the offices without
a German expert from Munich/ charges. NATO-sponsoring made
Germany, said: “Especially for ad- it possible to bring in internationministration in Justice, Health ally renowned European Open
Care, Education, and Afghan Min- Source specialists from Norway,
istries there are already existing Holland, Switzerland, and GermaOpen Source solutions which ny – including an Indian expert on
could be used in Afghanistan.
hospital information systems
” The international experts from the University of Oslo. Utiintroduced projects like Open- lizing Open Source Software in
Justitia in Switzerland, WollMux Afghanistan will be very benefi-

erwise a lot of IT investments will
be wasted. An important problem is that Afghan IT specialist
do not yet have sufficient knowledge of Open Source systems and
need to be educated as soon as
possible. Therefore, there must be
follow-up activities after the
workshop. At the workshop it
was discussed to establish an Afghan Open Source competence
center together with partners like
Kabul University or Afghan Open
Source activists.
Consultant of Hospital Accountant and Financial Management of EPOS Health Management & Health Construction
Management in north zone Ahamad Parwiz Waseq voiced his
pleasure over holding of such
workshop for public officials in
Afghanistan and called it an informative and educational workshop.
Open Source software provides a huge number of high quality software for free and – unlike
Microsoft software – it does not
have problems with viruses and
is considered to be safe.

Hundreds rally against cross-border shelling
Hundreds of Afghan soldiers
seen as a threat to NATO-led
troops had been fired after reassessment, he said, adding that the
two sides were already sharing
intelligence information. Attention
is also being paid to cultural training.
He denounced the Taliban attack on the NATO base in the
Shorabak area of southern Helmand province, confirming the
killing of two soldiers and destruction of six aircraft. He said two
other planes were damaged.
Katz said the attack had
caused huge damages to ISAF, but
rejected reports that estimated the
damages at $200 million. The assault was well-coordinated, but
there was no evidence of regional
countries’ involvement, he concluded. (PAN)

5 militants killed in
Ghazni, says spy chief
GHAZNI CITY: Four militants
were killed and another two
wounded during an overnight security operation in the Gilan district of southern Ghazni province,
an official said on Monday.
NATO-led troops killed the
supporters of local rebel leader
Mullah Farooq during the opera-

Rahin was summoned by the
Wolesi Jirga — lower house of
parliament — to appear before the
house, officials said on Monday.
Second Wolesi Jirga Secretary
Mohammad Farhad Azimi told
Pajhwok Afghan News the minister had been summoned for Saturday at the request of lawmakers.
The house religious and cultural panel head, Kamal Nasir
Usuli, said 69 MPs had requested
summoning Rahin. The MPs have
cited four reasons for the ministerial appearance before parliament.
One of the reasons, Usuli said,
was the house had not been satisfied with the ministry’s efforts to
prepare Ghazni City, the capital
of southern Ghazni province, as
the centre of Islamic civilisation
in 2013. Seven years after the city
was chosen to serve as the centre
of Islamic civilisation at a 2007
ministerial meeting of Islamic
countries in Tripoli, Libya, a number of projects in areas of reconstruction, security and education
are yet to be completed. Usuli said
vulgar drama serials on TV channels and naming a street in northern Balkh province after slain Iranian diplomats were two others
reasons for calling the minister.
During an earlier appearance before parliament, Rahin had said his
ministry had not been taken into
confidence over the naming of
streets after Iranians. Usuli said a
music concert held on the 27th of
Ramadan under the aegis of his
ministry was another reason for
summoning Rahin, who himself
had attended the show.
When Rahin’s office was contacted, an official who did not give
his name said that the minister
was not available and he could not
comment on his behalf. (PAN)

tion in Purdil area, the provincial
spy chief told Pajhwok Afghan
News.
Syed Amir Shah Sadat said a
militant was killed in retaliatory
fire from the International Security Assistance Force troop in
Ghazni City, the provincial capital. (PAN)

ASADABAD: Residents and po- terattacks.
litical workers in Kunar province
The party claims so far
on Monday staged a demonstra- 40,000 people are ready to partion to condemn periodic attacks ticipate in reprisal attacks. Near-

Pakistani forces, we are here to
show the Pakistanis that we are
united against aggression,” Sher
said.

had decided to take part in the jihad against Pakistan, but he
brought to Kunar their 300 representatives.
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from Pakistan into eastern Afghan
provinces.
Over the past few months, a
dozen people have been killed and
more than 40 others injured as a
result of the cross-border shelling
blamed on Pakistani forces.
As the attacks continued despite assurances from the government and the UN to find a solution, the Wafaqi Milli party last
month launched a drive registering youth for taking part in coun-

ly 300 activists of the party laced
with axes, pickaxes and other tools
arrived in Asadabad to stage a
peaceful protest.
Party’s leader Bismillah Sher,
who led the demonstration,
strongly condemned the crossborder attacks, calling for an immediate end to the aggression.
He believed the attacks could
be stopped only when the Afghans
stood united. “As the people of
Kunar have declared jihad against

He acknowledged they lacked
resources, but their Islamic and
national spirit remained high. He
asked the Pakistani government to
stop firing missiles into Afghanistan. He warned of dire consequences if the incursions continued. The politician asked the governor’s house and security organs
to allow them to move to the border and join Afghan forces in beating back the aggressors.
He said thousands of people

Elsewhere, hundreds of university students took out a rally
in central Kapisa province on
Monday to condemn a blasphemous movie released in the US.
The Al-Beruni university students gathered on the campus and
chanted “down with America.”
Demanding strict punishment to
the moviemaker, they set afire the
US flag and vowed to continue
their protests until producer and
director were put on trial. (PAN)
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